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The Rubensohn Project
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• Homepage: http://elephantine.smb.museum

• Research database, primarily metadata

• >100 metadata fields
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Metadata search forms
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• Simple search form: • Expert search form:

>100 metadata fields
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Search result

• Metadata HTML page (CC-BY-SA)

• Metadata download as TEI file (CC-BY-SA)

• Image of the manuscript (mostly CC-BY-NC-SA)

• Next step: Text, TEI/EpiDoc-encoded
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Rich metadata in <teiHeader>

• More than 100 pieces of information.

• Best match with TEI element

meanings (no reinterpretation)

=> TEI P5 All.

• TEI file creation:

• XSLTransformation of a Filemaker

database export.

BTW:

• Difficult to encode:

• Text support color.
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XSLTransformation

• Filemaker

database
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• TEI file

• Mapping Filemaker XML => TEI P5 All XML

with help of Altova MapForce



<teiHeader>-specific issues

• Language and script encoding 

by tags conforming to 

RFC 5646, BCP 47, 

e.g. “egy-Egyh”

• Demand for standardization 

for chronolects and subtypes 

of scripts, e.g. Middle 

Egyptian, Late Egyptian, ..., 

or: Late Hieratic, ..., Bohairic

• Examples for current 

Rubensohn Project tags: 

• Middle Egyptian in classical 

Hieroglyphs: „egy-egym-

Egyp-Egypreg“

• Bohairic Coptic: „cop-copb-

Copt“
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http://www.rfc-editor.org/rfc/rfc5646.txt
http://www.rfc-editor.org/rfc/bcp/bcp47.txt


Thesauri: demand of/usage in Rubensohn Project

Thesaurus Source

Languages own list, inspired by TLA list

Language tags (e.g. egy, egym) IANA registry plus many own

additions

Scripts own list, inspired by TLA list

Script tags (e.g. Egyh) IANA registry plus many own

additions

Place names Trismegistos GEO no.

Personal names
Encoding:

<persName type="private" key="Valentinus" 

ref="http://www.trismegistos.org/name/10883"
>ⲟⲩⲁⲗⲉⲧⲓⲛⲟⲥ</persName> 

(Rubensohn Project no. and 

‘standardized’ name spelling)

Trismegistos name no. (if existent)

Trismegistos person no. (if 

existent)

Regnal years => absolute dates
Encoding:

<date notBefore="-236" notAfter=“-236"> 

Ptolemaios III., Reg.-Jahr 11, Pauni</date>

Table from TLA 
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Thesauri: demand of/usage in Rubensohn Project

Thesaurus Source

Text types/genres 

(e.g. documentary|name list)

own compilation, inspired by Papyrus-

Projekt Halle—Leipzig—Jena, Papyrus 

Portal, Berliner Papyrusdatenbank, TLAText support type 

(e.g. ostracon, papyrus)

Text support material 

(e.g. stone|sandstone)

Text support color 

(e.g. pottery color|light brown)

own compilation, inspired by Papyrus-

Projekt Halle—Leipzig—Jena

Text position 

(e.g. recto, recto/verso, flesh side)

Berliner Papyrusdatenbank plus own 

additions

Inscription substance 

(e.g. ink|bichrome)

own compilation
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See https://wikis.hu-berlin.de/annotated_text_databases/Main_Page#Metadata_Thesauri

https://wikis.hu-berlin.de/annotated_text_databases/Main_Page#Metadata_Thesauri


TEI <text> — blueprint

• No stand-off markup (necessary).
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Rubensohn Project encoding list (largely EpiDoc)
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!



Links

• Rubensohn-Projektseite: http://elephantine.smb.museum

Dokumentation: http://elephantine.smb.museum/dokumentation/

• Daniel A. Werning. Information Technology and Digital Humanities Workflow in the 

Rubensohn Project: Research Website and Rich TEI XML Header Encoding, soll

erscheinen in: Verena M. Lepper (Hrsg), [Forschungen zur ägyptischen und orientalischen

"Rubensohn-Bibliothek"], Ägyptische und Orientalische Papyri und Handschriften des 

Ägyptischen Museums und Papyrussammlung Berlin, Berlin, approx. 14 pages, 

http://wwwuser.gwdg.de/~dwernin/drafts/Werning-Rubensohn_Projekt_IT-

Manuskript.pdf.

• Daniel A. Werning. Sept. 2013. Rubensohn-Datenbank: Datenfelder der Haupttabelle 

und TEI-Tag-Zuordnung, http://elephantine.smb.museum/wp-

content/uploads/Werning-RubensohnDB-Felder_Haupttabelle-Sept2013.pdf.

• Annotated Text Databases. A collaborative Wiki for the coordination of TEI 

encoding and metadata thesauri for ancient manuscripts (Open access Wiki) 

http://wikis.hu-berlin.de/annotated_text_databases/, ed. by Daniel A. Werning, Berlin: 

Humboldt University Berlin.

• Glossing Ancient Languages (Open access Wiki) http://wikis.hu-

berlin.de/interlinear_glossing/, ed. by Daniel A. Werning, Berlin: Humboldt University 

Berlin.

Daniel Werning | TEI and Thesauri in the Rubensohn Project 12

http://elephantine.smb.museum/
http://elephantine.smb.museum/dokumentation/
http://wwwuser.gwdg.de/~dwernin/drafts/Werning-Rubensohn_Projekt_IT-Manuskript.pdf
http://elephantine.smb.museum/wp-content/uploads/Werning-RubensohnDB-Felder_Haupttabelle-Sept2013.pdf
http://wikis.hu-berlin.de/annotated_text_databases/
http://wikis.hu-berlin.de/interlinear_glossing/

